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A fetal death is the death of a human fetus that occurs prior to its expulsion or extraction from its
mother. In Louisiana a spontaneous fetal death (also referred to as stillbirth) is a fetal death
that meets these criteria:

1. the fetus survived at least 20 weeks gestation or weighed at least 350 grams, and

2. the death was not the result of an induced termination of pregnancy.

The fetal mortality rate is calculated by dividing the number of fetal deaths in a given time period
by the number of live births plus fetal deaths in that same time period, then multiplying the
guotient by 1,000. The fetal mortality ratio is the number of fetal deaths in a given time period
divided by the number of live births in that same time period, multiplied by 1,000.

In 1998, 525 fetal deaths to Louisiana residents were reported to the Vital Records Registry.
Twenty-one of these deaths did not meet Louisiana’s criteria for a spontaneous fetal death. The
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), which presents fetal death information at the
national level, uses only gestational age (at least 20 weeks) in its definition of a fetal death. To
facilitate comparison between Louisiana and the United States, fetal death data based on the
NCHS definition are used in Table 3.1 and Figure 3.1. Table 3.2, which reports parish-level data,
includes all fetal deaths reported to the state’s Vital Records Registry. Louisiana’s 1998 fetal
mortality rate was 7.5 fetal deaths per 1,000 live births plus fetal deaths, the same as the 1997
rate. Although rates for blacks in Louisiana are consistently lower than national rates, overall
rates for Louisiana are higher than U.S. rates.

Table 3.1: Fetal Mortality Rates* by Maternal Race
Louisiana and United States, 1989-1998

Fetal death defined as gestational age >=20 weeks

United States

Al Razes™
1989 6.0 11.2 8.1 6.4 13.1 7.5
1990 6.7 9.8 8.0 6.4 13.3 7.5
1991 4.9 11.5 7.6 6.2 12.8 7.3
1992 6.0 9.2 7.3 6.2 13.3 7.4
1993 5.8 10.2 7.7 6.1 12.8 7.1
1994 5.6 11.0 7.9 6.0 12.5 7.0
1995 5.5 10.2 7.4 5.9 12.7 7.0
1996 6.2 10.8 8.0 5.9 12.5 6.9
1997 5.8 9.8 7.5 5.8 12.5 6.8
1998 55 10.0 7.5 NA NA NA

*Rate per 1,000 live births plus fetal deaths
**"All Races” contains white, black, other, and unknown
Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics, National Center for Health Statistics

Figure 3.1: Fetal Mortality Rates
Louisiana and United States, 1989-1998
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AND SHOWN BY AGE AND RACE OF MOTHER
LOUISIANA, 1998

TABLE 3.2:
STILLBIRTHS BY PLACE OF OCCURRENCE, REALLOCATED TO MOTHER'S USUAL RESIDENCE

PARISH
AND LARGER
CITIES

TOTAL BY
OCCURRENCE

TOTAL BY
RESIDENCE

RATIO+

RACE

AGE IN YEARS

LT

15 | 15
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18

19

15-19|20-24|25-29 |30-34| 35-39 | 40-44

45+

UNK.
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Fetal Deaths

TABLE 3.2:

STILLBIRTHS BY PLACE OF OCCURRENCE, REALLOCATED TO MOTHER'S USUAL RESIDENCE
AND SHOWN BY AGE AND RACE OF MOTHER

LOUISIANA, 1998

AGE IN YEARS
PARISH
AND LARGER TOTAL BY | TOTAL BY LT
CITIES OCCURRENCE | RESIDENCE | RATIO+ [ RACE | 15 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 |15-19(20-24|25-29|30-34|35-39 | 40-44 | 45+ [UNK.
SHREVEPORT* 73 38 12.3[ALL i [ - s 2 2 71 12 12 3 1 2 - -
27 10 8.3|WHITE B L I - 3 5 1 - 1 - -
45 28 15.2|BLACK i - < s 2 2 7 9 7 2 1 1 - -
1 - -|OTHER A1 - - - - - - - -
CALCASIEU 25 21 7.5[ALL N 1 8 4 4 2 1 - 1
17 13 6.7|WHITE B L I - 3 3 4 2 1 - -
8 8 9.6|BLACK B e L e | 1 5 1 - - - - 1
- - -|OTHER B - - - - - - -
LAKE CHARLES* 22 8 7.1|ALL B L I - 6 1 1 - - - -
14 2 4.3|WHITE B L I - 1 - 1 - - - -
8 6 9.2|BLACK B L I - 5 1 - - - - -
- - -|OTHER B L I - - - - - - -
SULPHUR* 3 3 9.3|ALL B L I - - 1 2 - - - -
3 3 10.1|WHITE B L I - - 1 2 - - - -
- - -|BLACK B L I - - - - - - - -
- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -
CALDWELL - - -JaLL 1 - - - - - - - - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
- - -|BLACK B L I - - - - - - - -
- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -
CAMERON - 2 18.2[ALL I 2 - 2 - - - - - - -
- 2 19.4|WHITE B 2 - - - - - - -
- - -|BLACK B L I - - - - - - - -
- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -
CATAHOULA - - -JaLL 1 - - - - - - - - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
- - -|BLACK B L I - - - - - - - -
- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -
CLAIBORNE 2 2 10.1[ALL A - 1 - - - 1 - - -
1 - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
1 2 16.7|BLACK B | I 1 - - - 1 - - -
- - -|OTHER 4 - 4 - - - - - - - -
CONCORDIA 3 2 6.7|ALL I 1 1 2 - - - - - - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
3 2 11.6|BLACK I ! 2 - - - - - - -
- -|OTHER 4 - - - - - - - -
DESOTO - 7 18.2[ALL 1 - - 1 - 3 1 2 - -
- 3 16.0|WHITE B L I - 1 - - 1 1 - -
- 4 20.3|BLACK B L I - - - 3 - 1 - -
- - -|OTHER A A - - - - - - - - -
E BATON ROUGE 96 62 10.2[ALL a2 8 1 4] 10 17 18] 11 7 2 - -
36 14 4.9|WHITE B L I - - 5 4 4 1 - -
59 a7 15.3|BLACK A 1] 1] 3| 1| 4| 10| 17| 10 6 3 1 - -
1 1 6.2|OTHER B L I - - - 1 - - - -
BATON ROUGE* 94 56 11.3[ALL Ao o1 3l 1| a4 of 17| 12| 11 6 1 - -
36 9 4.4|WHITE B L I - - 2 4 3 - - -
57 46 16.6|BLACK Ao o1 3l 1| a4 of 17| 10 6 3 1 - -
1 1 6.8|OTHER B L I - - - 1 - - - -
BAKER* - - -|ALL B L I - - - - - - - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
- - -|BLACK B L I - - - - - - - -
- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -
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AND SHOWN BY AGE AND RACE OF MOTHER
LOUISIANA, 1998

TABLE 3.2:
STILLBIRTHS BY PLACE OF OCCURRENCE, REALLOCATED TO MOTHER'S USUAL RESIDENCE

PARISH
AND LARGER
CITIES

TOTAL BY
OCCURRENCE

TOTAL BY
RESIDENCE

RATIO+

RACE

AGE IN YEARS

LT

15 | 15
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TABLE 3.2:
STILLBIRTHS BY PLACE OF OCCURRENCE, REALLOCATED TO MOTHER'S USUAL RESIDENCE
AND SHOWN BY AGE AND RACE OF MOTHER
LOUISIANA, 1998

AGE IN YEARS
PARISH

AND LARGER TOTAL BY TOTAL BY LT
CITIES OCCURRENCE | RESIDENCE | RATIO+ | RACE | 15| 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 |15-19(20-24|25-29 |30-34| 35-39(40-44| 45+ [UNK.

WESTWEGO* - 15.1|ALL I A | T - 1 2 - N N - ” N
- 8.9|WHITE B B, 1 B B ; B B B
27.0|BLACK B e 1 e 1 B, B B } B B
-|OTHER B ! - j B

N = W
[y

JEFF DAVIS 8.1|ALL 1 - 1 - 1
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OTHER | | | - o - - - -+ - -+ - - - -

1 1
1 1
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[
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\
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\

JENNINGS* - -|ALL B L e - - - - - - - -
WHITE B L e - - - - - - - -
- -|BLACK B L e - - -

- - -|OTHER -
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'
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LAFAYETTE 41 23 7.8|ALL -
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'
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28.6|OTHER - - - - - - -
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'
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'
'
'
'
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'
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= e
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[ e T

THIBODAUX* 4 13.5|ALL N | e e 1
1 6.3|WHITE B e !
3 22.1|BLACK o 1 I I 1

OTHER | | | | | - - -

N P W
'
'
'
'
'
'

P P WO

LASALLE - - -JaLL 1 - - - - - - - - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
BLACK B L I - - - - - - - -
OTHER S - - -

LINCOLN 5 4 7.3[ALL T 1 1 1 1 - T >
3 2 7.9|WHITE B N ! I 1 1 ;
2 2 7.0|BLACK B N ! I 1 1

OTHER | | | | - - - -

.
LR e
\

N
\

\

RUSTON* 10.4|ALL - - - - - - -
10.3|WHITE - - - - - - -
11.0|BLACK - - - - - - -
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N W ol
N P W
RN

\

\

\

\

\

LIVINGSTON - 2.2|ALL - -
1.6|WHITE - -
10.0|BLACK - - - - - 1

- - -|OTHER

.
=N wl
= e

MADISON 1 1 4.6|ALL - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - - -
WHITE - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
6.1|BLACK - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - - -
OTHER - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

[y
[y

TALLULAH* 1 1 5.6|ALL I | 1 - - - - - - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
1 1 6.9|BLACK I | 1 - - - - - - -
- -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -
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TABLE 3.2:

STILLBIRTHS BY PLACE OF OCCURRENCE, REALLOCATED TO MOTHER'S USUAL RESIDENCE
AND SHOWN BY AGE AND RACE OF MOTHER

LOUISIANA, 1998

AGE IN YEARS
PARISH
AND LARGER TOTAL BY | TOTAL BY LT

CITIES OCCURRENCE | RESIDENCE | RATIO+ [ RACE | 15 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 |15-19(20-24|25-29|30-34|35-39 | 40-44 | 45+ [UNK.
MOREHOUSE 1 4 7.8[ALL I o - 2 1 1 - - - - -
1 2 9.6|WHITE I | 1 - 1 - - - - -
- 2 6.6|BLACK I | 1 1 - - - - - -
- - -|OTHER B L I - - - - - - -
BASTROP* 1 3 9.6|ALL B I 2 1 - - - - - -
1 1 11.9|WHITE I | 1 - - - - - - -
- 2 8.8|BLACK I | 1 1 - - - - - -
- - -|OTHER A A - - - - - - - - -
NATCHITOCHES 4 4 6.6[ALL 1 - - 1 - - 1 1 - 1
1 1 3.2|WHITE B L I - - - - 1 - - -
3 3 10.4|BLACK B L I - 1 - - - 1 - 1
- - -|OTHER B L I - - - - - - -
NATCHITOCHES* 4 2 6.4|ALL B L I - 1 - - - 1 - -
1 - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
3 2 9.6|BLACK B L I - 1 - - - 1 - -
- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - -
ORLEANS 56 57 7.5[ALL i 2 I | - 3 5[ 10 o 11 5 - 16
21 16 12.3|WHITE B e L - - 1 5 3 - - 7
34 39 6.4|BLACK i 2 < 4 - 3 5[ 10 6 6 2 - - 9
1 2 9.6|OTHER S - - 2 - - - - -
OUACHITA 23 15 6.5[ALL i [ I I - 2 2 8 - 3 - - - 1
9 9 7.1|WHITE B e L e | 1 5 - 3 - - - -
14 6 5.8|BLACK | S [ [ (I | 1 3 - - - - - 1
- - -|OTHER B L I - - - - - - - -
MONROE* 21 4 3.4(ALL 1 S [ [ [ - 3 - - - - - -
8 - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
13 4 4.6|BLACK 1 S [ [ [ - 3 - - - - - -
- - -|OTHER B L I - - - - - - - -
WEST MONROE* 2 1 2.5|ALL B L I - - - - - - - 1
1 - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
1 1 11.4|BLACK B L I - - - - - - - 1
- - -|OTHER A A - - - - - - - - -
PLAQUEMINES 1 2 5.5[ALL 1 - - - 1 - - - - 1
1 1 4.1|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - 1
- 1 9.7|BLACK B L I - - 1 - - - - -
- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -
POINTE COUPEE - 2 6.0[ALL 1 - - - 1 - - 1 - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
- 2 12.9|BLACK B L I - - 1 - - 1 - -
- -|OTHER A A - - - - - - - -
RAPIDES 27 21 10.9[ALL 2l [ 2 2of - - 4 7 3 1 3 - - 1
12 9 8.1|WHITE B | I 1 2 2 1 3 - - -
15 12 15.1|BLACK 2l o 2] af 4 - 3 5 1 - - - - 1
- - -|OTHER B L I - - - - - - - -
ALEXANDRIA* 20 12 13.9(ALL 2l - af af 4 - 2 3 2 1 1 - - 1
1 3 11.5|WHITE B L I - 1 1 1 - - -
9 9 15.2|BLACK 2l - af af 4 - 2 3 1 - - - - 1

- - -|OTHER - 4 - - - - - - - -
PINEVILLE* 7 3 12.7|ALL B | I I 1 - - - 2 - - -
1 2 12.6|WHITE B L I - - - - 2 - - -
6 1 14.1|BLACK B | I I 1 - - - - - - -
- - -|OTHER 4 - 4 - - - - - - - - -
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TABLE 3.2:

STILLBIRTHS BY PLACE OF OCCURRENCE, REALLOCATED TO MOTHER'S USUAL RESIDENCE
AND SHOWN BY AGE AND RACE OF MOTHER

LOUISIANA, 1998

AGE IN YEARS
PARISH
AND LARGER TOTAL BY | TOTAL BY LT

CITIES OCCURRENCE | RESIDENCE | RATIO+ | RACE | 15 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 |15-19(20-24|25-29|30-34|35-39 | 40-44 | 45+ [UNK.

RED RIVER - 1 8.1[ALL 1 - - - - 1 - - - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -

- 1 17.2|BLACK B L I - - - 1 - - - -

- - -|OTHER A A - - - - - - - - -

RICHLAND - 2 5.4|ALL N 1 - 1 - - - - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -

- 2 11.2|BLACK B e L e | 1 - 1 - - - - -

- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -

SABINE 1 4 13.2[ALL N 1 3 - - - - - -
- 1 4.7|WHITE B L I - 1 - - - - - -

1 2 27.8|BLACK B e L e | 1 1 - - - - - -

- 1 66.7|OTHER A - 1 - - - - - -

ST BERNARD - - -JaLL 1 - - - - - - - - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -

- - -|BLACK B L I - - - - - - - -

- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -

ST CHARLES - 3 4.2|ALL 1 - - - - 2 1 - - -
- 2 4.1|WHITE B L I - - - 1 1 - - -

- 1 4.7|BLACK B L I - - - 1 - - - -

- - -|OTHER A A - - - - - - - - -

ST HELENA - 1 12.7|ALL 1 - - 1 - - - - - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -

- 1 23.8|BLACK B L I - 1 - - - - - -

- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -

ST JAMES - 1 3.2[ALL 1 - - - - - 1 - - -
- 1 8.5|WHITE B L I - - - - 1 - - -

- - -|BLACK B L I - - - - - - - -

- - -|OTHER A A - - - - - - - - -

ST JOHN 1 4 5.6|ALL 1 - - 4 - - - - - -
- 1 2.8|WHITE B L I - 1 - - - - - -

1 3 8.6|BLACK B L I - 3 - - - - - -

- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -

ST LANDRY 14 11 7.5[ALL N 1 4 1 3 2 - - -
5 3 4.1|WHITE B L I - - - 2 1 - - -

9 8 11.1|BLACK B e L e | 1 4 1 1 1 - - -

- - -|OTHER B L I - - - - - - - -

OPELOUSAS* 14 6 13.0(ALL B L I - 3 1 1 1 - - -
5 - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -

9 6 16.7|BLACK B L I - 3 1 1 1 - - -

- - -|OTHER B L I - - - - - - - -

EUNICE* - 2 9.4|ALL B L I - - - 1 1 - - -
- 2 14.6|WHITE B L I - - - 1 1 - - -

- - -|BLACK B L I - - - - - - - -

- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -

ST MARTIN - 8 10.6[ALL I - 1 2 3 2 - - - -
- 1 2.4|WHITE B L I - - - 1 - - - -

- 7 22.1|BLACK B | I I 1 2 3 1 - - - -

- - -|OTHER A A - - - - - - - - -

ST MARY 2 5 5.4|ALL I - 1 1 - 3 - - - -
1 3 5.4|WHITE B L I - - - 3 - - - -

1 2 6.0|BLACK B | I I 1 1 - - - - - -

- - -|OTHER B L I - - - - - - -

MORGAN CITY* - - -|ALL B L I - - - - - - - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -

- - -|BLACK B L I - - - - - - - -

- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -
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AND SHOWN BY AGE AND RACE OF MOTHER
LOUISIANA, 1998

TABLE 3.2:
STILLBIRTHS BY PLACE OF OCCURRENCE, REALLOCATED TO MOTHER'S USUAL RESIDENCE

PARISH
AND LARGER
CITIES

TOTAL BY
OCCURRENCE

TOTAL BY
RESIDENCE

RATIO+

RACE

AGE IN YEARS

LT
15

15

16

17

18

19

20-24

30-34

45+

UNK.
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1
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'
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[y
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'
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'
'
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20
12

IN

11.8
10.2
10.9
27.2

10.0

8.8
11.5
15.4

ALL

WHITE
BLACK
OTHER

ALL

WHITE
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OTHER
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=
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= e

= e
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N NFE W O ©
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9.6
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WHITE
BLACK
OTHER
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= =N i N O 0o
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OTHER
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= e
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BLACK
OTHER
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TABLE 3.2:

STILLBIRTHS BY PLACE OF OCCURRENCE, REALLOCATED TO MOTHER'S USUAL RESIDENCE

AND SHOWN BY AGE AND RACE OF MOTHER

LOUISIANA, 1998

AGE IN YEARS
PARISH
AND LARGER TOTAL BY | TOTAL BY LT
CITIES OCCURRENCE | RESIDENCE | RATIO+ [ RACE | 15 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 |15-19(20-24|25-29|30-34|35-39 | 40-44 | 45+ [UNK.
WEBSTER 5 3 5.1[ALL 1 - - 1 1 1 - - - -
1 - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
4 3 12.4|BLACK B L I - 1 1 1 - - - -
- - -|OTHER B L I - - - - - -
MINDEN* 5 2 9.0(ALL B L I - 1 1 - - - - -
1 - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
4 2 15.5BLACK B L I - 1 1 - - - - -
- - -|OTHER A A - - - - - - -
W BATON - 4 11.9[ALL I 2 3 - - - 1 - - -
ROUGE
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
- 4 29.0|BLACK B | I 3 - - - 1 - - -
- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -
WEST CARROLL - 1 6.3[ALL 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
- 1 25.0|BLACK B L I - - 1 - - - - -
- - -|OTHER A A - - - - - - - - -
W FELICIANA - 1 8.8[ALL 1 - - 1 - - - - - -
- - -|WHITE B L I - - - - - - - -
- 1 22.2|BLACK B L I - 1 - - - - - -
- - -|OTHER S - - - - - - - -
WINN - 4 19.0[ALL 1 - - 2 2 - - - - -
- 3 22.4|WHITE B L I - 1 2 - - - - -
- 1 13.7|BLACK B L I - 1 - - - - - -
- - -|OTHER A A - - - - - - - - -
OUT OF STATE* - 12 ALL 1 2l 2 4 2 3 2 1 - - -
- 7 WHITE B e L e | 1 2 3 1 - - - -
- 5 BLACK B e | ! 3 - - 1 1 - - -
- - OTHER S - - - - - - -

+RATIO PER 1,000 LIVE BIRTHS
*CITIES INCLUDED IN PARISH TOTALS
**NOT INCLUDED IN STATE TOTALS
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